
The Spiritual Care Network Report   Mar.13, 2014 

Therese and I and others who have in a non-structured way tried to care for the clergy 
in our Presbytery have done visits, sent cards and emails. Please see this letter that 
explains a new approach to the network. I am willing to work with others in the 
Presbytery to organize caring connections more. Therese and I are unable to be at this 
spiritual care network event – anyone interested and able?  Shelley Stickel-Miles	  

Letter from Karen Millard  	  

As you are likely aware each year the Spiritual Care Network has a retreat/workshop 
for members of the network.  Each presbytery is asked to send two representative to 
this conference.  There are several intents to this event, but it’s main purpose is to 
give members of the network resources to take back to their presbyteries to assist in 
offering care for ministry personnel in their presbytery.	  

	  “The Spiritual Care Network is an initiative of British Columbia Conference to 
nurture the spiritual welfare of those in paid accountable ministry.  In early 2002 a 
BC Conference needs assessment process resulted in the decision to remove 
‘pastoring the pastors’ from the Conference Personnel Minister’s job description. 
This decision recognized the reality that one person cannot possibly respond 
pastorally to the needs of an entire Conference.”	  

	  In the past years the Spiritual Care Network has worked to become a strong, 
supportive, and mutually sustaining support for the ministry personnel and staff 
within B.C. Conference.  It is composed of representative from each presbytery, the 
Conference ministers and members of the coordinating committee.  We encourage 
the provision and practice of wholeness - heart, soul, mind and body - in the lives of 
individuals within B.C. conference.  	  

	  Still, while we have been doing this work we have begun to question if the current 
makeup of the SCN is meeting current needs.  Therefore, based on conversations at 
and since the last retreat we are moving into a new identity.  That means this year the 
annual gathering will not take place.  It is our hope that the work of the SCN within 
presbyteries will continue as those needs still exist. 	  

	  This year we are planning a different sort of event and we are asking you as the 
presbytery chairs and pastoral relations committee’s to assist us in discerning who 
might be the right people within your presbyteries to help us develop a new Ministry 
Wellness initiative.  We recognize a need to expand our ministry.  Rather than the 
single focus of spiritual care we see a need for ministry of wellness for the whole 
person.  With this focus we would like to build an initiative that seeks to develop 
resources for the Spiritual, Communal, Emotional and Physical care of ministers and 
staff of BC conference.	  



	  We would like you to assist us in choosing the people within your presbyteries who 
have a call to this sort of ministry, and who may be able to help us as we discern the 
direction of the Ministry Wellness Network (we are testing out this name).  You may 
feel that the individuals who are already on the Spiritual Care Network are the most 
appropriate for this task.  You may discern others within the presbytery who would 
appropriately fit this role but we would like to be intentional about the people who 
assist us in the development of this initiative.  	  

	  This retreat will take place at Loon Lake Conference Centre March 31st- April 2nd, 
2014.  If you have anymore questions please contact myself or Treena Duncan.	  

Please register at https://adobeformscentral.com/?f=0fGyx5OaC1HcoimGqZpDCw 	  

	  Grace and Peace,	  	  Rev. Karen Millard	  	  (Chair Spiritual Care Network)	  

	  


