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Attendance:

Order of Ministry:  Laura Hermakin, Greg Powell 
Conference Minister: Carolyn Rogers
Lay:  Carol Patton, Secretary,  Jody Dudley, Gordon Swedburg, 

Authority: This meeting of  Kootenay Presbytery (KP) Planning and Visioning Team 
(PVT) was held at the call of the chairperson, Greg Powell, by the authority of the 
previous Full Court meeting held at Communities in Faith (Trail), March 31 - April 2, 
2017.  A quorum was present.

1.  Gathering and devotional.   Greg Powell, Chair, opened the meeting at 1:30 pm/
Pacific Daylight time(PDT)/2:30pm Mountain Daylight Time (MDT) with The story of 
the loaves and fishes.  Jesus teaches us  a sense of abundance.  Indigenous ways 
don’t have room for scarcity.   We need a lens of abundance.  Must look beyond the 
world of budgets.   John 10:10.  

2.  Check-in  :   Each participant related the events in their life since the last meeting. 

3. Approval of Agenda 
MOTION: to approve agenda . M/S/C,  Gordon Swedburg/Laura Hermakin. 

CARRIED

4.   Approval of Minutes of July 14, 2017.  M/S/C.  Carol Patton/Gordon Swedburg. 
CARRIED

5. Announcements : 
Nancy Jones is resigning from all presbytery roles effective July 31, 2017 

because of a move to the lower mainland. 
 

6. Correspondence Report:  
There was a note from General Council regarding Remits 1, 2, 3 and 4 that they 

have all passed.

Also mentioned is the invitation from West Hill United Church to have a dialogue. See 
Appendix 1
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7. Business Arising

7.1 Rock Lake Camp (RLC)  -Jody Dudley reported that Interior Health 
Authority (IHA) has declared that RLC needs to install a filtration system , the cost being 
quite prohibitive at this time (estimated about fifteen thousand dollars ($15,000.00). For 
this camping year,  water will be trucked in planning a filtration/reservoir system for next 
year.  The RLC board has proven to be careful and diligent regarding their water supply. 

7.2 Camp Koolaree - imposed a boil water notice on camp until the tests 
come back from lab and have a plan for regular water testing.  The Chlorinator failed 
and had to be repaired.  The camp is fully booked and busy all summer.  

7.3 Fall Presbytery in Kimberley. Oct 13-15
7.3.1 Theme/Focus: Discussion held on the theme and content of Fall 

Presbytery.  Treena Duncan is available to lead a discussion on “Discernment” of the 
process of how to form the new structure at “presbytery” level.  George Meier has 
offered to also lead a discussion on the “cluster” vision which would fit in to Treena’s 
topic.              

7.3.2 Remit 6. Stephen Chambers has developed a workshop regarding 
Remit #6.  Carolyn Rogers will contact Stephen Chambers to coordinate a mutually 
agreeable time.  Greg Powell will investigate the possibility of using the Webinar 
options.   

7.4 Covenanting for Tiffany McNaughton will be held at Knox Church in 
Fernie, October 15, 2017 following the Fall Presbytery held in Kimberley.  Greg Powell 
will organize with the Sandra Barrett and the Fernie Congregation.  

7.5 Update on St. Columba in Greenwood (Boundary PC)  The offer to 
purchase was withdrawn.  St. Columba Church remains on the market.  The 
congregation meets over in Midway.  

7.6 Trinity United Church (Creston) Review. No update at this time.  

7.7 Presbytery involvement at Cranbrook UC - PVT has been asked to do a 
review of the situation at Cranbrook United Church regarding the hiring of the secretary 
and the decision to keep the position open for her until her return to work.  Jody Dudley, 
handled the review and has made a decision and has recommendations for their council 
and Ministry and Personnel committee.  

7.8 Communications Animator update   Michelle Matson, working on a 
student grant, over the summer has been doing communications research,  
meeting with congregations around the presbytery. She has been checking 
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out the capabilities, and best practices of the different churches as well as 

advising about accessing resources.  Her youth and knowledge of social 
media could be of interest to certain congregations.  It was felt that her 
remaining time could be spent evaluating the information she has already 
obtained.  

8. New Business 
8.1 Ibi Chuan Cranbrook covenanting   - after much discussion it was 

suggested to have the Covenanting Service for Ibi Chuan, at the Sunday morning 
service at Cranbrook, on October 15th , after the Fall Presbytery is adjourned 
The day before ( Saturday, October 14th).  The Service would be followed by a 
Congregation Lunch.  The Covenanting Service for Tiff McNaughton would then 
be held  Sunday afternoon in Fernie with the hopes that as many people as 
possible could attend that service as well.  All of these plans being tentative until 
confirmed with all the principle Participants.    

8.2 Pastoral oversight visits.  Because it was evident that Pastoral Oversight 
visits have not been happening for a while in Kootenay Presbytery, a discussion 
was held on the expectation in The United Church Manual (20:16, J12) on 
Pastoral Oversight visits not being clear as to responsibility, etcetera, with the 
changes currently happening.  Carolyn Rogers agreed to explore the common 
practices of other Presbyteries and the expectations of Conference.  

8.3.   Westhill invitation.  Discussion postponed due to time restraints.  

Check-Out:  Appreciation and gratitude offered in silence. 
Go with God’s Blessing

Adjournment 3:30 pm PDT/4:30 MDT

                                                        
X_____________________________X__________________________
Greg Powell,  Chair Carol Patton, Secretary
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APPENDIX !

West Hill Invitation

“West Hill is a people, a place, and an idea. We are a community living out a 
progressive faith, striving to make a positive difference in our own lives, the lives of 
others, and the world.
Our mission:
Moved by a reverence for life to pursue justice for all, we inspire one another to seek 
truth, live fully, care deeply and make a difference.

Over the past many months, we've been challenged to engage broadly about who we 
are and what we see the future of church can be. We'd be delighted to talk with you 
about it and have extended an invitation to congregations across the country to reach 
out if they are interested in having a conversation with us. It can be about what this 
"theologically non-exclusive" church is really like. It might be about the rise of the 
"Nones" and how we are engaging them. You might want to just talk about the review of 
our minister. Whatever your interest, we will find a way to engage. So be in touch and 
let's set a date” 


