
Remits 
 

 

Presbyteries and pastoral charges will be 
requested to respond to several remits within the 
next twelve months. 

The United Church inherited its structure from 
the Congregational, Methodist, and Presbyterian 
Churches, with "The United Church of Canada 
Act" being letters patent defining our origins, basis 
of union, and trusts of model deed for property 
originally vested in the denomination and all new 
church property [the property of former 
Congregational and Presbyterian Churches is 
owned by the congregation]. The basis of union 
defines matters of doctrine, worship, discipline and 
government as conditions of the union entered by 
the negotiating churches. 

The term "basis of union" and much of our legal 
language come from previous Methodist unions. 

The term "remit" and much of the provisions for 
change come from the Presbyterian Church, which 
required "any action contemplating a change in the 
law of the Church must be dealt with according to 
the provisions of the Barrier Act", which act 
required "no prepared law or rule relative to 
matters of doctrine, discipline, government or 
worship, shall become a permanent enactment until 
the same has been submitted to presbyteries for 
consideration". The term remit was defined as 
"when Assembly sends a matter to presbyteries 
under the Barrier Act, the matter sent down to 
presbytery is called a remit". 

The term "freedom of worship" and autonomy of 
the pastoral charge come from the Congregational 
Church. 

The United Church of Canada Act article 28(b) 
permitted: 

"the United Church to legislate in all matters 
concerning its doctrine, worship, discipline and 
government, including therein the right and power 
from time to time to frame, adopt, alter, change, 
add to or modify its laws, subordinate standards 
and formulas and to determine and declare the 
same or any of them, but subject to the conditions 
and safeguards in that behalf contained in the Basis 
of Union". 

The "safeguards" which are not permitted to be 
altered [but have been] include: 

-"that before any rule or law relative to these 
matters can become a permanent law, it must 
receive the approval of a majority of the 

Presbyteries, and, if advisable, pastoral charges 
also" 

-"that no terms of admission to full membership 
shall be prescribed other than those laid down in 
the New Testament" 

-"that the freedom of worship at present enjoyed 
in the negotiating Churches shall not be interfered 
with in the United Church" 

and that legislation respecting property is: 
-"subject to the limitations elsewhere provided in 

the Basis of Union, and subject also to the approval 
of the Conference in which the property is 
situated". 

The heritage of the negotiating churches is 
evident. 

The United Church of Canada Act article 18(h) 
permitted the church "to make such by-laws, rules 
or regulations as it may deem expedient for the 
exercise of any powers conferred by this Act". The 
bylaws, policy, official statements, and other 
motions passed by General Council are specific 
interpretations with the requirement only that these 
be subject to the conditions and safeguards of the 
basis of union. The expression "in essential 
agreement" has wrongly been used in reference to 
official statements of the church as the Manual 
uses the term only with ministry personnel, and 
nowhere permits its courts to deviate from matters 
of doctrine, worship, discipline or government as 
found in the basis of union without remit. The 
General Council uses remit to determine if 
presbyteries and pastoral charges approve of 
changes to doctrine, worship, membership, and 
government [note the safeguards changed the 
wording] where legislation would otherwise be 
ultra vires. 

The basis of union is the authority by which the 
United Church functions. 

The process of remit makes fundamental changes 
to the basis of union, requiring the implications to 
be carefully considered by presbyteries and 
pastoral charges. As pastoral charges vote only on 
two remits, and presbyteries vote on seven remits, 
it is imperative that presbytery representatives 
know what church members think. 
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