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Home Missions Committee 

British Columbia Conference of the United Church of Canada 

To Be or Not To Be --- that is the question! 
This is a committee that is reflecting on is purpose moving forward. It has been an 
important group that was allocated large sums of money from General Council to be 
divided between important ministries and missions across this Conference. Sadly today 
the sums are not large at all yet the needs have never been greater. 
 
Since becoming your Convenor in 2012 the Committee has moved from meeting twice a 
year to once; the number of people around that same table has moved from over 30 to 
12; and funds have dropped from close to $500,000 to just over $300,000.00 for 2017 
and 2018. After 2018 there may be further reductions.  
 
Our decision was to use technology to meet. This will allow all the Convenors to share 
the stories of the applications from their Presbyteries and support the work of a working 
group that will sort through the applications, their recommendations, and implementation 
of the funds allocated. The main shift here is the Committee will NOT be making the 
decisions on allocations but will take on a more advisory role to the working group. While 
this may be seen as a shift of power to a smaller group, it is more real. Why? Again, the 
funds are not that large and will likely become less. As well, about $270,000 goes to 
support Native Ministries located in the isolated parts of the north and coastal areas and 
the urban ministries at First United in Vancouver and Our Place in Victoria. A little over 
$30,000.00 went to rural ministries. While it bothers me a lot that our rural ministries 
don't get more, it must be recognized that these folks don't send in applications. 
Kootenay Presbytery suggested larger sums be directed toward rural areas as the 'new' 
remit system may create special needs as we move toward a new structure, no 
application was received. 
 
TO BE OR NOT TO BE? The Committee will be --- yes --- but different for now. 
 
What else did we do?   
 
We reviewed the applications. I was delighted to see that Castlegar made an application 
but a little pissed that I didn't learn about it until the meeting. Nonetheless, the vetting 
working group had the details and additional information was shared by our conference 
person about a 'cross-over' application made to the Pro-Vision Fund which encourages 
'new' ministries. The ProVision Fund loved the "Messy Church" idea contained in the 
application before them and would fund it totally. That being the case, I withdrew the 
application.  
 
In conversation with Jim Smith a colleague and Native Ministries representative to the 
Committee, I found that he was very supportive of KP support respecting the Jumbo 
project before the Supreme Court of Canada. We though we could access funding in 
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2016 to help send Greg Powell to Ottawa. NO go from Mission Support do to regulations 
on the use of these 'unspents". Nonetheless we did find $1000.00 of support from 
another pocket. Yea! 
 
'Unspents': what are they? We fund ministries and mission for each calendar year. If 
those funds are not used, then they are available at the end of the year for similar 
ministries and missions in that year. We had over $10,000.00 of 'unspents.' The funds 
were directed towards First Nation ministries in the north and along the coast to fund 
travel by ministers to serve here and develop a new initiative to build a way to encourage 
clergy to serve on a short term bases. 
 
Respectfully submitted 
 
Frank Lewis  


