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PENSIONS COMMITTEE 

BRITISH COLUMBIA CONFERENCE of the UNITED CHURCH OF CANADA 

REPORT TO KOOTENAY PRESBYTERY 

As a newbee 'retired person' and 'pension convenor' for Kootenay Presbytery please expect a 
report that's lacks the history of what was the norm but [and I so hope this be the case] new. I 
would love to say 'exciting' too. 

I understand that there are 15 of us living in Kootenay Presbytery. There are a few I know of and 
many to look forward to meet in the next little while. That is our mandate, this is my mandate. 

In the stories told across the Conference a few themes arise time and time again. Mostly, there 
is a sense of isolation rooted in mobility issues of our retired brothers and sisters. The main 
thrust of Conference connection with retirees happens around this time of year --- Christmas--- 
where phone calls are made, newsletters delivered and in the lower mainland, Christmas 
luncheons. The Committee is mindful that there are growing edges that it can make in spite of 
fewer human and committee resources on the ground. If there are suggestions from 
presbyters including pensioners, please contact me.* 

The Convenors acknowledge the differences between urban and rural presbyteries. While some 
initiatives work in more largely populated and smaller geographic footprints, it is understood that 
our larger geographic footprints places with fewer retirees offer unique challenges. So let us be 
creative in ways communication and community building can become a reality in 
Kootenay Presbytery. 

Good news! Through the generousity of the Alma Van Dusen Fund and the Dien East-
Pieters-Horstman Fund each of 650 pensioners in Conference will receive $60.00 before 
year's end.  

More Good News! Your Committee recognized that the transition into full retirement can be 
fraught with unique challenges. Funds have been set aside for a Conference Gathering of 
'recently retired' ministers to explore 'next steps.' It is hoped that this will provide a listening post, 
a safe sharing area, and place where learning can flow between our 'recently retired' and 
presenters. I'm excited. 

A FINAL WORD: I will be contacting you by phone before month's end. This is  both a 'head's 
up' and 'invitation' to ask more about what we can do for you. 

Frank Lewis 

*Contact at 250-581--1277 [call or text] or frank.lewis@shaw.ca or 246 Boulder Creek, 
Cranbrook, B.C. V1C0B4. 


