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Subject: Presbytery Consultation - Next Step (January 2017)

Greetings, Presbytery Chairs and Secretaries, participants in the February 2016 Presbytery 
Consultation, Conference staff, and a few others,

------
PRESBYTERY CONSULTATION
January 13-14, 2017
5:00 p.m. (Friday) to 3:30 pm (Saturday)
Mountain View Room - Conference Office
-------

You will recall that last February a consultation with several people from each Presbytery was 
held to discuss the vision of the Comprehensive Review that the courts of the Presbytery and 
Conference should be merged into one court.

The starting point of the consultation was not whether we agreed or disagreed totally with that 
proposal but what parts of it could be affirm and which parts could we not.

The consultation ended with the affirmation that much of the vision would be beneficial to 
implement in BC Conference whether Remit 1 ("Three Council Model")  eventually passed or 
not. A timeline was also established for the "next steps" in talking about and preparing for such a 
change (see attached document "Presbytery Consultation - Next Steps 16-06").

The "next steps" included gathering responses from around the Conference, followed by a 
second gathering of Presbytery folk in the fall of 2016.

Although some responses have come in, there have not been many. And, truthfully, it has taken 
me more time than I thought to get through the back log of work following my (wonderful!) 
sabbatical this summer.

Therefore, let's get together for the second Presbytery Gathering on January 13-14, 2017.

As we did for the first Consultation, we are looking for three people from each Presbytery -- 
chosen by the Presbytery -- to attend.

Those representatives may or may not be those who attended in February 2016. They should 
be people who:
- understand the governance systems of the United Church well;
- are "big picture" thinkers;
- can work effectively in a large group.

Of course, participant costs will be covered by BC Conference.

Presbytery Chairs and Secretaries: please let me know whom your Presbytery plans to have 
attend this gathering.



Everyone: please talk to folk at your Presbytery and other places to get their response to our 
"Affirmations" and plans... and then send them along to me.

Thank you, all, for your attention to this important and, potentially, exciting initiative!

Shalom, Doug
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