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Welcome, all, to our fall gathering! We give thanks that we can sing and dance continue the faithful 
work as a presbytery, enlivened by the Spirit in the name of Jesus known as the Christ for the 
fulfillment of the Kin(g)dom of God. 

We are grateful for the music and wisdom of Ron Klusmeier, a well-known name to anyone who reads 
the text beneath the music in our hymn books. And we are glad to have Keith Simmonds, President of 
BC Conference, back in our midst for this gathering.

We warmly welcome Tif McNaughton, Student Diaconal Minister at Knox UC in Fernie, and Carolyn 
Rogers, Conference Minister. Both Tif and Carolyn serve while continuing their studies, and the latter 
take them away from our meeting this fall. So we’ll look forward to seeing them at our spring meeting.

Since our meeting in Nakusp in April, there have been some big changes for several of our pastoral 
charges. St. Andrew’s in Burton held their final service and disbanded at the end of May. The 
congregations in Salmo and Beaver Valley left Communities in Faith and Salmo marked their closure 
in June. Communities in Faith (Trail and Rossland) and Cranbrook UC continue their searches for paid,
accountable ministers so we offer support and
prayers in those searches.

Our presbytery has joined a coalition to
intervene on behalf of the Ktunaxa Nation
Council at the Supreme Court of Canada over
the proposed developments at Jumbo (Qat’muk)
Valley. This decision of PVT in July follows the
precedent our presbytery set in 2012 by offering
our support in principle to the Ktunaxa. The
Supreme Court will begin hearing arguments in
December; this will be the first case situated at
the intersection of Charter section 2(a) on
freedom of religion and section 35 of the 
Constitution on the duty to consult with indigenous peoples
and before the Supreme Court. 

The Planning and Visioning Team asked the leads of our teams to review their mandate as described in 
our presbytery policy manual to ensure we are consistent with the Effective Leadership model of BC 
Conference. Refer to the team reports for changes they may have identified.

In my view, this is all good and important work! Our teams are effective and, I hope, sufficiently 
challenged without being overwhelmed. As I reflect upon our mission,
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Gifted by the Spirit, Kootenay Presbytery is called to nurture vital and faithful 
ministries and congregations which embody God’s love and justice in Jesus Christ, 
in all creation.

I am warmed by the belief that our work remains true to this mission, and that this mission is faithful 
and ambitious. 

The remits we consider at this meeting make clear that changes are underway in our denomination. If 
the majority of pastoral charges and presbyteries agree with General Council 42 commissioners, we 
may have only a handful of gatherings remaining as a presbytery. We may be charting new paths as a 
voluntary cluster, likely with fewer resources. With our constituent pastoral charges so spread out, 
gatherings like this one are vital reminders that we are part of something greater than ourselves. We 
pray for clarity and courage as we consider charting these new paths.

As some of our constituent congregations close their doors, we remember that resurrection is not 
possible without an end of sorts. May we find that new life; may we be true to Jesus’ commandments to
love one another and to love God, and may we live into the freedom to gather, to love, and to be loved.

Much peace and many blessings,
(Rev.) Greg Powell, Chair
Kootenay Presbytery


