
Conference Minister’s Report – Kootenay Presbytery Spring 2017 

As I reflect upon our Spring theme, Discerning God’s Mission, my inclination is to add 
“(and) how do we live out our mission, in this time and this place, faithfully?” 
 
Having spent two days at the BC Conference/Presbytery Consultations (led by Doug 
Goodwin*) with Pat Ridler and 30 others from the wider church, discussing what has 
been the purpose of Presbyteries and what now could be the vision of “Clusters”, I am 
straining to move forward.   
 
Impatient with the discerning process, I want to already be at this new place of support 
and mission, and leave behind the oversight and analysis model of the past; is it really 
necessary to move toward change (so) mindfully and thoughtfully, taking time for (all 
that) questioning and wondering …  
 
12-Step recovery programs talk about the three “A’s” – awareness, acceptance, and 
action.  The acronym may seem simplistic, but in between the “A’s”, there is breathing 
room for each of us to bring our hopes, fears and dreams to the table, to really hear 
each other’s wisdom, and to allow time for new growth and God’s spirit to move us.  
 
As we embark on this next chapter together, I thank each of you for your faithful work 
within your congregations, Kootenay Presbytery, and the wider church.  Some of our 
congregations have been very challenged this past Fall and Winter, and I feel blessed 
to witness your care and compassion toward each other, and me, and your courage to 
wait out the times of wilderness and uncertainty with love and grace. 
 
Prayerfully, I will keep my and’s, so’s and all that’s in check for now as we discern 
God’s Mission, and our next steps as a Presbytery, together. 
 
Carolyn Rogers 
crogers@bc.united-church.ca  
250-551-5220 (work cell)  
 
*For more information, please read “Presbytery Consultation 2 Results” 
 
 


