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After every Presbytery gathering, I look ahead and see very little work on the horizon for 
the planning and visioning team (PVT). But that doesn't last long. We have been quite 
busy on a number of files, some of which we might have expected, and some arise 
seemingly out of the blue. With restructuring well underway (pending approval at 
General Council 43, of course), I often wonder who will pick up the work that Presbytery 
and PVT are presently doing? Surely it can't all be superfluous. Surely it is core to God's 
mission in the world. Right?

I believe every congregation is now dealing with an identity crisis. While this might feel 
new to many, this identity crisis of sorts is actually written into the DNA of our 
denomination. Crises of identity are the norm, not the exception. And that's probably 
good. Christianity itself has undergone many changes of identity over its two millennia of 
existence. Our struggles vary, but one common factor is discerning the purpose of 
churches – and the individuals therein – in a post-Christendom society. Church folk are 
the small minority now; church participation is a counter-cultural activity now; giving 
generously of both time and money are not nearly as commonplace as they seemed a 
generation or two ago (I admit I haven't checked the statistics on this recently). I've heard 
the present geopolitical situation described as the most uncertain since World War II 
ended. No wonder we are struggling in 'church-land'! To me, this only underscores the 
importance of finding and creating mutual support; of tuning in very intently to the 
movement of the Spirit; of identifying the 'nugget' of the Way of Jesus that we cannot live 
without, even as all else changes.

Some of our congregations are in the midst of specific conflict. As Trinity United in 
Creston breaks ground on its new building, so does it break ground on a new way of 
being after conflict. In Cranbrook, some of our folks are figuring out what forgiveness 
looks like, and possibly how to find a 'third way' after two sides have asserted their 
perspectives. St. Columba in Greenwood floats through the ups and downs of trying to 
sell a building during uncertain economic times on a local scale. Our camps, Koolaree 
and Rock Lake, faithfully look ahead while unsure of how to care for and upgrade 
infrastructure. Meanwhile, we trust God is with us. We trust we are seeking justice, 
caring for creation, and loving and serving others.

As the Presbytery and BC Conference invest resources into these and other issues, I'm 
reminded of the 'theological buffet' that Janet Gear presented at BC Conference. Some of 
us are evangelical and seek to proclaim salvation; some of us are ecclesial at heart and 
seek to ensure there is a body of Christ (the church) for future generations to inherit; 
some of us are missional and seek to train and send out disciples; some of us are 
concerned for the oikos, the world, and seeking justice therein; some of us seek inner 
wisdom and peace. We, as individuals and as congregations, have roots that dip into these 



different aquifers in different ways, and how we understand the church's priorities follow 
from the roots, which are invisible and frequently unknown. 

Wherever our roots are, our present challenge is to bear fruit as a saved and gathered 
people of wisdom, sent out to transform the world such that each experiences the 
Kingdom of God. We struggle – with each other, within ourselves, and with God – and 
we strive to discern how to undertake the struggle such that every creature knows love 
and peace, and wholeness grounded in God made known in Jesus. 


