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Youth at Presbytery: Although we had a successful Youth Event in Kimberley last meeting, 
OMY decided not to organize an event this time.  This is in part due to a lack of volunteers to 
run the event, as Kim has decided that, while she is happy to continue in an advisory role, the 
time has come to pass on the torch to someone better able spend the weekend in a sleeping 
bag on a church basement floor.   
 
The main reason, however, is that we wish to throw our time, energy and money into getting 
people out to the May Retreat North near Williams Lake during the May long weekend.  We 
have found with the fall Evolve! Youth Conference, that youth find it difficult to make time for 
both a Presbytery Weekend and a Conference Retreat when they are so close together. The 
May Retreat North represents a renewed commitment on the part of BC Conference to hold 
events outside of the Lower Mainland and they will even be offering a charter bus starting in 
Castlegar and picking up folks along the way. 
 
(Motion to pay registration fees) 
 
Other Youth Work 
The OMY Team met in November and the following items were discussed: 

• An inquiry from the organizers of a youth conference up north as to whether we would 
be interested in participating, which would later become “May Retreat North.” The 
Team felt this was something we wanted to encourage and support by having some 
Kootenay people attend if possible. 

• Developing a “Church-in-Your-Pocket” online social media app to connect those young 
adults who may be struggling with balancing church and spiritual practices with other 
demands in their lives.  The ministry would need someone to coordinate development 
of the app initially, then make daily posts, check and respond to user comments, curate 
and maintain links to other helpful sites such as United Church websites and blogs, 
devotional sites, meditation sites etc., and organize in-person gatherings, community 
service projects, or retreats from time to time. It was discussed that our two camps 
could be excellent gathering places for such events. We agreed to explore funding 
possibilities and the logistics of creating such a position.  

• Developing an online confirmation series which creates one class out of multiple 
congregations who each have 1-2 confirmands.  This would require series of about 12 
videos that are between 5 and 10 minutes long, that would be made available across 
our Presbytery/Cluster.  Confirmands would be identified in each congregation and 
paired with a mentor in their congregation.  The pair would watch a video every week or 
two, and then get together to discuss it over a cup of coffee. Confirmands would also 
choose some sort of special project to work on, with support from their mentor.  The 
goal is for the confirmand to challenge themselves and find their own expressions of 
faith. All the participants would be invited to gather in person at a Presbytery/Cluster 
meeting at least once through the process to share their learning and project with 
others in a spirit of celebration and mutual support. At the end of the program, each 



congregation would hold their own worship service, recognizing and confirming their 
own members. We agreed to explore funding possibilities and the logistics of creating 
such a program.  
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