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Under normal circumstances, this gathering would be when the chair mantle passes from the outgoing 
to the incoming. But these are not normal circumstances. In fact, "normal" applies to very little of what 
is happening in "church land" these days. "Normal" approaches to the challenges we face will soon add
more stress to a church system under tension. This is why we're scrambling at the denominational level 
to reorganize ourselves, which includes the end of presbyteries as we know them. The end of "normal" 
is also why the leadership of Communities in Faith to encourage us to consider "weird" is so important.

In many ways, PVT has continued the usual work of the Presbytery: we have continued to offer support
to congregations, such as Trinity United in Creston and Cranbrook United. We are encouraged by 
Trinity United's view that their conflict is now in the rear-view mirror. And we are encouraged by 
Cranbrook United having made use of available resources to consider their history and to review their 
communications on a deeper level. Turner-Zion has new vision, which includes an eye to selling their 
remaining building. Some of our other congregations continue to struggle, and others are finding 
unique ways to chart a course through new terrain.

As Chair of Kootenay Presbytery, I participated in a process to identify an Executive Minister who 
would serve Regions 1 and 3 (including most of BC, Whitehorse, Banff, and Southern Alberta). This 
process put rubber to the road in terms of the denominational restructuring: while most of us are 
focusing on congregational work, we might not see major changes in the works. There is a lot of 
administration being done by a lot of people to ensure that the transition ahead of us is as smooth as 
possible. And none of it is “normal!" 

When the General Council-appointed Boundaries Commission proposed diving what is presently BC 
Conference into 2 separate Regions, the Planning and Visioning Team passed a motion asking the 
Commission to revisit that decision – and it did. 

We have some important decisions ahead: what to do with our financial assets; whether and how we 
gather once our denomination ceases to include presbyteries; whether and how we support each other 
as we strive to be the united, cohesive body of Christ. We trust the work of Kootenay Presbytery, "to 
nurture vital and faithful ministries and congregations which embody God’s love and justice in Jesus 
Christ, in all creation" will continue despite the absence of our present structure. Indeed, the Spirit does
not need any church structure – but every church structure requires the Spirit. May we continue to feel 
the Spirit move in all we strive to do as Christ's body in the world.

Submitted with gratitude,

(Rev.) Greg Powell, Chair


